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moved for ofiences comparatively trivial may remain
excluded forever.

The new Council nominated in the act Ooundu
was composed of two totally discordant ele- General-
ments, which soon distinguished themselves into per-
manent parties. One of the principal instructions
which the three members of the Council sent im-
mediately from England, namely. General Clavering,
Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, carried out with
them was, to " cause the strictest inquiry to be made
into all oppressions and abuses," among which the
practice of receiving presents from the natives, at that
time generally charged upon men in power, was prin-
cipally aimed at.

Presents to any considerable value were justly re-
puted by the legislature, not as marks of attention
and respect, but as bribes or extortions, for which
either the beneficial and gratuitous duties of govern-
ment were sold, or they were the price paid for acts
of partiality, or, finally, they were sums of money
extorted from the givers by the terrors of power.
Against the system of presents, therefore, the new
commission was in general opinion particularly point-
ed. In the commencement of reformation, at a peri-
od when a rapacious conquest had overpowered and
succeeded to a corrupt government, an act of indem-
nity might have been thought advisable; perhaps a
new account ought to have been opened; all retro-
spect ought to have been forbidden, at least to certain
periods. If this had not been thought advisable, none
in the higher departments of a suspected and decried
government ought to have been kept in their posts*
until an examination had rendered their proceedings
clear, or iiatil length of time had obliterated^ by an